34                           MANNING

From the beginning Cardinal Wiseman had
fully appreciated Manning's potential value. He
was an eloquent preacher, a wise and skilled con-
fessor, with a knowledge of the great world that
no other Roman Catholic priest in England could
claim to possess. He was useful in a dozen ways,
and an intimacy began between convert and
Cardinal that increased with the years and lasted
until Wiseman's death.

By birth Cardinal Wiseman belonged to the
old Catholics, but he had lived for many years
on the Continent and was without the inertia,
the timidity, and the hatred of everything new
that were the characteristics of the old Catholics
as a whole, " Catholics of England seem to me
to be in their politics like the Seven Sleepers,"
Manning wrote. " If anything they are Charles I
Royalists, but there is no Charles I left."

The fame of Wiseman has suffered from com-
parison with the far greater fame of his successor,
but he was a man of great parts. With abundant
good humour and a wholesome English tempera-
ment that was anything but ascetic, he was also
a considerable scholar and a first-rate controver-
sialist. Mr. Denis Gwynn has written of Wise-
man : " He was not the deep acute thinker that
Newman was; nor the masterful resourceful man
of affairs that Manning was; nor had he the